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Charissa V. Jones is the Outreach and Inclusion Coordinator for the Oregon State University

Extension Service Outdoor School Program (OSU Ext. Outdoor School) and a first-year doctoral

student at Oregon State University in the College of Education’s STEM Education program. She is

a cultural and community connector with over 15 years of experience in outdoor and

environmental education. Originally from Suriname, South America, she is interested in

(re)connecting folks to their environments by exploring the intersections of culture, EDIJA

(equity, diversity, inclusion, justice, and accessibility), and environmental and outdoor education

with a particular interest in exploring how culture filters community sense-making around

“environment/outdoor/nature-based” and learning. Charissa understands the power and

necessity of grounding her work in her own subjectivity in order to hold herself accountable to

the communities she works with. This attention to her identities and how they intersect her

work provides her with the ability to provide attention and care to implementation processes.

She is active in the outdoor and environmental education community at both the state and

national levels and currently serves on the board for the Environmental Education of

Association of Oregon (EEAO) and is a member of the North American Association for

Environmental Education (NAAEE) Affiliate Networking Group. Charissa earned a M.Sc. in

Environmental Studies from Antioch University New England (AUNE) and a B.A. in

Environmental Studies with a focus on Environmental Education from New College of Florida

(NCF).
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Anesti Vega is an Army combat veteran with the 101st Airborne Division and 7th Special Forces

Group. Since service, he is an award-winning filmmaker turned oceanographer, expedition

leader, and scuba instructor based in Florida. Anesti serves as both a field researcher at the

forefront of ocean discovery, as well as a science communicator and educator in the areas of

scuba diving, marine science, ocean exploration, and water safety, with an emphasis on

accessibility and inclusion for marginalized communities.

Anesti is the Scuba Council Chair for Diversity in Aquatics, a 100% volunteer-based international

NGO dedicated to educating, promoting and supporting swimming, water safety, and healthy

aquatics activities for vulnerable populations, as well as serves on the Diversity & Outreach

Committee for the AAUS Foundation.  His most recent accolade is being awarded the John

Beakley Marine Science Educator of the Year.

https://www.anestivega.com/
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Dr. Sabrina Sembiante is an Associate Professor of TESOL and Bilingual Education at Florida

Atlantic University (FAU). Her research focuses on the instructional practices that support

emergent-to-advanced bilingual students’ developing bilingualism, biliteracy, and academic

languaging in school contexts. She has presented her research at over 50 international

conferences and has authored more than 23 articles to date, disseminated in top tier journals

including Language and Education, Bilingual Research Journal, Curriculum Inquiry, Language

Arts, and Journal of Early Childhood Literacy. She was recognized as the Scholar of the Year at

the Assistant Professor rank in 2018 and 2020, and Distinguished Teacher of the Year in 2021 for

the College of Education at FAU.

https://www.fau.edu/education/faculty/ssembiante/
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Jennifer Diaz is The Everglades Foundation’s Vice President of Education.  A native Floridian, she

earned a Bachelor’s in health education/community health from Florida State University and a

Master’s in educational leadership at Nova Southeastern University. In addition, Diaz holds a

science-teaching certificate in STEM Education from Columbia University’s Teachers College,

awarded by the NASA Endeavor Fellowship Program. She draws from 20 years of experience as

a teacher, curriculum specialist, and grants manager.


